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Gov. Andrew Cuomo hedged somewhat on whether he would bring lawmakers back to Albany in order to close a $350 million leak in the current fiscal year spending plan. 

Fred Dicker’s column today indicated that Cuomo had agreed with legislative leaders on not returning to Albany. 

But the governor this afternoon at an impromptu visit to the Capitol said he was still considering it, but only if there’s a plan to close the deficit. 

“I am still considering whether or not there’s a need for a special session. There are two questions for me — is there a need? I think yes, there’s a need. You look at what’s going on with the economy. Do we have an agreement on what would be a product of a special session at this time? No. I don’t want to call a special session just for the theater of a special session …. It’s expensive to cabring back the Legislature, it costs taxpayers money. So I don’t want to bring them back unless we have an agreed to agenda and I believe there’s an at least likelihood of sucess.” 
The state faces a deficit as high as $3.5 billion in the coming 2012-13 fiscal year, according to the governor’s Division of Budget. 

Calling a special session can open an can of undesirable worms for the governor in the form of news conferences and press releases pushing lawmakers take up a variety of unfinished business and side causes (independent redistricting, the taxi cab medallion bill, among others) or other issues (the millionaires tax). 

The governor has also said he is trying to achieve deficit savings within the executive through a variety of consolidation. But he has also indicated that if the deficit grows more unwieldy, lawmakers would be required to find savings or extra revenue to get through the remainder of the fiscal year. 
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